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Population
2. he village of Piaskl on the Oder River has about k50 inhabitants, All the
) Germans have left the village. Their farms have been turned over to

. = Poles, 50X1-HUM
The older people in the village make their living by farming their small plots.
The young people work in the local sawmill or gravel pit,
iculture
3. € smallholders :n Plaski are 8t111 individual farmers. The largest farms

&re about six hectares, The name of the village 1s appropriste: the land ic
very sandy, yielding poor crops. The main crops are rye aud potatoes,

b, "Situation of an individual villager with a hcuse on one and one half hectares
with one pig and one cow:

(a) Tax on house and land: 740 21 every six months.

(b) Cultivates potatoes and vegetables. Anpual delivery quota for potatoes:
k50 kg. The State pald (1952) 18 z1 per cublic meter (100 kg). The same
amount would have camanded 45250 z1 on the free market.

(c) Annual delivery quote of meat: 75 kg. The State paid 8 z1 per kg. The
free market price was three times mare,
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{d) Arual delivery quota of milk: 460 liters. The collection dairy paid
oniy .25 z1 per liter. In the winter when the cow was dry milk cost
2 z1 per liter on the free market. The village shop had no milk for
sale,

(e) Anpual delivery quota for grain: two cublc meters. Since the villager
did not grow any he had to buy his delivery quota fram his aeighbors,

() To feed & family of three, the viliager had to buy atout 350 zl1 of
food each month to supplsment hcme produce,

SR T T T T N R

5. "Piaski has no machine and tractor station. 1I& is not yet collectivized. The
Communists conside. as kulaks and enemies of the people any peasants who own
more than eight hectares of land and any who have not execited their compulsary
deliveries. Most peasants lag behind in their delivesies: the quotas are too
high; the state prices too low. But there are fines for fallure 4o make del-
iveries., Clearly the State has pursued a poiicy of ruining irdividual farmers
to make them ripe for collectivization.

6. "At Gorny Lubichowilec, about six km fram Plaski, there is a collective farm
(kolkhoz) with 15 memvers. The for.per estate of Krzymow has become o state
farm (PGR). Compared to the private farms both the kolkhoz and the PGR are
badly managed. In 1952 large quantities of potatoes wera laft lying in the
fields when winter came, Most of the peasants are vinlantlv oppos«d to collective
farming. They complain that they are badly maid, must sicrander most of their
harvest and have ingsufficient food to cat themuelives, Only ti: poorest--those !
vho hed a bai Lot hefore World War 1T are reconc’'ad Lo Camminism, But their
number is small, and they too objest to political superviaton,

Indus%x
T. The local gravel pit (zwirovnia)_ {n Plaski empliys 75 workers, patld (1952)
between 450 and 900 z1 per month. Untdl Juns 199 a Polish Jew I

(fru) Kronenberg, was the ma.gmmz._‘ 50X1-HUM

[ In .June production had so
fallen off that they decided to close down The pit. The workers revolted, At

a stormy meeting of the praoduction council *hey fus?=ted on Kronanberg's dismissal.
The authoritfes had 4o send another man. He |- Fng  (fnu) Sto 2lag, a Communist
but a ran who kmows his Jiob.

8. "There 13 a branch of Centrala Przemyslu Weglowego In Plaski employing six workers.
They cut timber for the -oml mines.

Communi sm
9. "The villege bailiff mus: hold a village meeting (zebranie gromadzie) each week.
At these meetings he i{nforms the villagers of new regulations and govermment decreea.

10. "The village has about 15 active CP members. The local secretary is a peasant
(fma) Majchrzyk, Everything he ovns ke has got from the Party, including the
furniture in his house. He makes his repar te t.0 the Powiatowa Rada Narodowa at
Debno. The rast of the villagers don't care a hoot about Conmmunism, although
same of them are enrolled as CP members.

Security
1. Plaski is situated on the Oder River. It is only 200 m from the village %o

the frontier. The bank along the Oder is fenced: wooden poles strung with
barbed wire, About every 500 m, depending on the terrain, there is a watchtower,
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12. "A curfew w#as instituted in 1548, Villagers are forbidden to leave their
hanes after nine Pm.

Rl %

13, "The villege has its UB 1nformers. Everybody knows who tney are and avolds
them. One is (fuau) Mazurkiewicz, the keeper of the state-ovmed timber depot
of Paged. Another is (fau) Kosciolek, a worker at the sawmill. A third is
Jerzy Siekierski, a farmer, '

4

14, "A special permit is required for a visit to Piaski. This 1s issued by the
district (Chojnice) or voievodship national council. Persons who want to
become residents of the village must also get a special permit. Seamen need
no special permit for Pieski because their seaman's bock covers the frontier
area inland as well as on the coast.

L]

15. "a unit of 20 WOP soldiers with dcgs is billeted in Plaski. It guards a
frontier sector of about nine km. The next WOP stations are at Belinek
(six lon from Piaski) and at Krajnik Dolny (nine km from Piaksi). In 1952
the chief of the Piaski WOP unit was (fnu) Fawlok, & young Communist. The
WOP schedule is strenuous: 1€ hours of duty and eight hours of sleep. After
every four hours of regular duty they have two hours of patrol duty. Occasionally
on Saturday or Sunday they have a few free howrs to go into the village and dance.
The villagers don't mind the WOP soldiers, but they are pronouncedly hostile to-

wards the officers.

16. "Scmetimes people try to escape westwards over the Oder in the Piaski area. Such
fugitives are hunted by both the Po) 'sh and the German frontier guards. In early
1953 a miller from Oisztyn, a man who had lived abroad and been repatriated to
Foland after the war, tried to escape. He was caught, tried and sentenced to

death. Some persons who had tried to escape with him or to help him vere sentonced
for life.

17. "There have beer instences of attacxs on WOP men in this frontier area.

Censorship .
18, "etters fram Konstantynow in the part of Poland incorporated into the USSR take
a devious route to reach Piaski. First they go to Wilno, then to Minsk, then to
Moscow, then back tc Wilno whence they are gent to Poland. This route is indicated
by the marks stamped on the envelopes. The letters ere always censored, and same
parts are peinted over with a black dye. (The people write that all the farms
have been collectivised and that persons have been brought from the interior of
the USSR to replace those repatriated to Poland proper). It tekes about three
menths to get a reply to a letter written from Piaski to Konstantynow.

Nearby Chojna Airfield
19. "At ChoJna, about 18 km from Plaski, on the frontier, is one of Poland's largest

airfields. - The Soviets eep Jjet aircraft there in underground hangars. In 1951
two Soviet squadrons were stationedat Chojna, They went on to Berlin and were
replaced. In early 1953 there was a division et Chojna. Some Soviet antlaircraft
artillery has also been brought tc Chojna. Although the planes and plane crews on
the airfield are Soviets, the workers there are Poles. They get 1000 zl a month.
The officers stationed at this airfield live in the town. The soldiers live in
barracks near the field and may go t~ town only in groups. Both the officers and
the soldiers are forbidden contact with the local population. They behave decently

on the whole, and one hears of no outrages.

20. "Near the Chojna airfield a large estate has been turned over to the Soviets. The
workers on this eatate are Poles who earn 750 zl & month. The estate has all kinds

etter then the averasge Polish PGR. In

of agricultural machines and 18 farmed b
adlition to the food produced there the Soviets in Chojne buy- what they need at the 50X1 -HUM

local Polish cooperative.”
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